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Abstract

This study is a sociolinguistic analysis of feminine personal names over three generations
(grandmothers, mothers, and daughters) in an urban community in Jordan. It aims at pointing out the
sociolinguistics of the names and differences in naming over time. Based on the findings of a previous
work by the researchers, this study also aims at revealing the differences, if any, in naming conventions
between Bedouin tribes and urban communities. For this reason, the researchers carried out an in-depth
analysis of 300 students’ names in Amman, the capital alongside their mothers and grandmothers’ names.
Findings indicated that though the majority of the urban names among the three categories differed in
form and sound, their implications were roughly similar. While transparent discrepancies across the two
communities are reported at the level of the elderly age (grandmothers) and middle-aged (mothers)
categories, striking similarities were noticed at the level of the children’s categories (daughters).

Keywords: Onomastics, Anthroponomy, Toponymy, Nomenclature, Naming conventions.

1. Introduction

Apart from acting as means of communication, personal names can be perceived as labels by which
an individual human being is recognized and distinguished from others. From this perspective, Agyekum
(2006, 211) argued, "naming can be considered as a universal cultural practice; every human society in
the world gives names to its newborns as tags majorly as a means of identification". Personal names can
also perform further functions. These include telling people's cultural, societal, ideological, and religious
backgrounds, mirroring the namer(s) hopes and the surrounding factors and situations in which the child
was born (Machaba 2004, 107). Likewise, a name can indicate the country of origin. Some female
Yemeni names can identify them as such in the Arab culture context, as referred to in Busaba (2013, 11).
Examples include /amatarrahi:m/ ‘the slave of the Merciful’ and /amatassala: m/ ‘the slave of peace.’

In addition to personal names, more categories of names have been explored in a wide range of

cultures and languages. Exploring surnames, for example, was the aim of many studies (Hussein 1997;

© 2024 JIMLL Publishers/Yarmouk University. All Rights Reserved,
* Doi: https://doi.org/ 10.47012/jjmll.16.1.1
* Corresponding Author: aljbour2005@yahoo.com



Aljbour, Al-Abed Al-Haq

Fakuade et al. 2013; Tahat 2014, among others). Similarly, nicknames have been the subject of extensive
investigation in different cultures and languages (Haggan 2008; Koehn 2015, to mention only a few).

The contributions of some humanities, such as psychopathology and psychology, to onomastics have
also been looked into (e.g., Lawson 1984). Many studies have confirmed the relationship between first
names and the development of identity and self-perception (Seeman 1980; Dion 1983; Pina-Cabral and
Lourencgo 1994; Machaba 2004; Fitzpatrick 2012; Fakuade et al. 2013; Rahman 2013, among others).

The effect of name-valence, in the sense of being appealing or unappealing on judging the physical
beauty of the named person and the way people feel toward and respond to others, has also been
investigated in several studies (Hensley and Spencer 1985; Mehrabian and Piercy 1993; Zwebner et al.
2017, to mention only a few). Much literature has also revealed a relationship between people’s initials
and their longevity (e.g., Christenfeld et al. 1999; Pinzur and Smith 2009; Abel and Kruger 2007).

The influence of a personal name on its holder suggests that personal names are not only markers to
identify a person and set him/her apart from others or a practice to reflect the culture of certain
communities. They should be viewed as tools that play a central role in forming individual’s personality.
In Arab countries, where Islam is the main religion, parents must choose pleasant names for their babies
and refrain from the unpleasant names, which interfere with the Islamic precepts. The Prophet
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said, “The most beloved names to Allah are Abd-
Allaah and Abd al-Rahmaan” (Narrated by Muslim in his Saheeh 1398). The importance of naming holds
true for other cultures and languages. Significant work on Western naming traditions has been devoted to
the importance of giving beautiful names to newborns and avoiding derogatory names (Levine and Willis
1993; Mehrabian and Piercy 1993; Pinzur and Smith 2009, to mention only a few).

1.1 Onomastics

The terms onomastics, anthroponomastics/anthroponomy, toponymastics/ toponymy, anthroponym,
toponym, and other relevant terms are very beneficial in the discussion and understanding of the motif of
this study. Onomastics is interested in studying proper nouns and divides into two branches, specifically
anthroponomy, the study of names of human beings, and toponymy, the study of place names (Vamitela
1999; Al-Zumor 2009; Mandende 2009; Agyekum 2006; Bramwell, 2012; Mutanda 2016; Bush et al.
2018; among others). An additional term which is commonly used in literature to mean a naming system
is nomenclature (Beeston 1971; Notzon and Nesom 2005; Hedden 2007). Other types of names were also
mentioned in many studies. For example, Bright (2003) reported ethnonyms as expressions referring to
nationalities and glottonyms as signifying languages. Coates (2005), (as cited in Fakuade et al. 2013) also
refers to other subfields operating under the umbrella of onomastics. These include zoonymy (proper
names of animals), astronymy (names of stars), cosmonymy (names of the zones and parts of universe),
theonymy (names of gods), etc. Therefore, onomastics can convincingly be defined as the study of names
of all types, but most common are the names of places (toponyms) and people (anthroponyms), where the

term toponymy refers to the study of places, and anthroponomy refers to the study of personal names.
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1.2 Problem of the Study

Many researchers in a large number of languages have looked into personal names. However, a
review of the relevant literature shows that there is a need for studies investigating personal names across
successive generations and in the same genealogical chain (the individual’s immediate family). In like
manner, little attention has been paid to comparing the naming cultures among socially different
communities. Then, the present study attempted to fill this gap by investigating personal naming in urban
communities in Jordan throughout three generations, and comparing naming conventions among urban

and Bedouin communities.

1.3 Aim of the Study
The study seeks to pointing out, first, the sociolinguistic significance of the names and the
differences in naming system among different generations of the same community (intra-linguistic
comparison), and, second, the differences in naming practices between socially different communities
(inter-linguistic comparison). In summary, the study aims at answering the following main questions:
(1) To what degree have the sociolinguistic significations of personal names within urban groups changed
over time?
(2) To what degree have communities abandoned traditional names in favor of stylish ones, and why?

(3) To what extent is the process of naming different between urban and Bedouin communities?

1.4 Significance of the Study

The study, based on the notion of the Variationist Theory, investigates personal names across three
successive generations and revealed considerable variations and innovations in naming overtime.
Therefore, it can safely be argued that the study is a new addition to the field of Onomastics by extending
the notion of this theory to cover the naming process over generation. The study is also significant
because it emphasizes the influence of names on their bearers, indicating that giving disliked names will

have negative consequences on the named persons.

2. Theoretical Framework and Literature Review
2.1 Theoretical Framework

The study was guided by the theory which holds that there is a solid link between language and
social values and culture. This discipline which was founded by William Labov, a well-known American
linguist in the field of sociolinguistics is known as variationist sociolinguistics. It maintains that the
underlying structure of language varies in accordance with external variables such as nationality,
community membership, social class, age, gender and so on (Botha 2011, 2). In this regard, Labov (1972,
3) stressed that we cannot explain the progress of a language change independent of the social life of the
community in which it takes place.

Language, in this view, is used as an instrument to reflect the social change and the cultural contact
experienced by a particular society. Naming, which constitutes a distinct part of language, is seen as a

unique linguistic act, closely related to events in people’s lives. There is also a general agreement
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between linguists that personal names represent a part of any language. They constitute a special group
within the vocabulary of a language and follow most morphological, phonological, syntactic,

orthographic, or semantic rules (Abdul 2014; Agyekum 2006).

2.2 Literature Review

Personal names have been addressed from different angles. These include the typology and
etymology of names (i.e., the sources from which names are derived), their meanings, their functions,
their structure, their psychological effect, naming systems (nomenclature) and many more aspects. This
section attempted to provide a chronological account of what previous studies have revealed about the

sociolinguistics and the psychology of personal names.

2.2.1 Studies on Typology and Etymology of Personal Names

Names in general and their classification were the subject of an early study (Mill, 1843). Based on
their significance, Mill classified names into five divisions. First, persons and remarkable places have
individual names while others do not. Accordingly, names can be divided into singular and universal.
Names also can indicate a thing while others indicate an attribute. On that account, names can be divided
into concrete and abstract. His third division includes connotative and non-connotative names. A name is
connotative if it signifies a subject and expresses a quality but non-connotative if it only denotes a subject
without implying anything about its characteristics. The fourth division of names is into positive and
negative. The term "man" is positive whereas "not-man" is negative. The fifth division of names is into
relative and non-relative. Non-relative names are sometimes called absolute names while relative names
are always given in pairs (e.g., father, son; cause, effect).

In his description of the typology of Arabic and Muslim personal names, Hawana (1977) subdivided
personal names into two divisions: religious and nonreligious names. Religious names can be divided into
two types: those relating to the attributes and names of God and those relating to the names of the Prophet
Muhammad and known Islamic figures. Nonreligious names are those pertaining to nature and the values
of society. According to the study, Christian Arabs living in Muslim dominated countries tend to use
Arabic names that are chosen for their descriptive meanings (e.g., /wali:d/: ‘the new born,” /nabi:l/:
‘noble’, /maha/: wild cow) whereas those living in Arab countries where Christians are not a minority,
Western-influenced names such as George, William, Georgette, and Christine are widespread.

One of the main studies on the types of personal names in Jordan is Abd-el- Jawaad (1986). He
studied personal names of students at Yarmuk University. Results showed that the majority of the names
were derived from verbal roots and follow different morphological patterns. They reflect the political,
social, and economic conditions in which the baby was born, the positive sociocultural values of society
(beauty, generosity, glory, etc.). They also refer to the time the baby was born or the natural environment
(e.g., plants, birds, or flowers) and they may have religious significance. Analyzing male and female
naming patterns, according to the study, revealed remarkable differences between them. Male names tend
to express praiseworthy attributes (e.g., generosity, courage) and masculine qualities. Female names, in

contrast, are more likely to express feminine qualities (e.g., beauty, kindness, softness).
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Similarly, the aim of showing the typology and the sociocultural implications of feminine personal
names in the Yemeni context was the focus of Busaba (2013). The female names were classified into
three categories: Yemeni-exclusive names, names shared with Arab countries, and foreign names.
Yemeni-exclusive names, for the researcher, are those used by Yemeni females only. Examples include
names such as /muhamidah/, which is closely related to the father's name Mohammad, and names which
have a unique formula made up of a combination of /amat/ ‘feminine slave’ with one of the divine
attributes of God or other nouns. The names /amatarrahi:m/: ‘the slave of the Merciful’ and
/amatassala:m/ “the slave of peace’ are cases in point.

Religion was also validated to be one of the primary factors behind the name choice in Jordan by
Darwish and Bader (2014). They investigated the impact of religion on some types of speech acts in
Jordanian Arabic including naming practices. The study argued that there are certain non-linguistic (e.g.,
dress codes, manifestations of feasts and holidays, furniture, or ornaments) and linguistic clues (e.g.,
naming practices, greetings, farewells, taking oaths) of which Jordanians make use in order to identify the
religious affiliation of others.

A more recent study on personal names and that on which the current study reported on for the
purpose of comparison is the one by Aljbour and Al-Abed Al-Haq (2019). The study sociolinguisticlly
investigated feminine personal names over time among a Bedouin community in Jordan represented by
the Bani Sakhar. Results indicated that personal names among the Bani Sakhar tribe have witnessed a
dramatic change in respect of their implications and the motives behind them. For example, it is found
that 69% of the grandmothers’ names are Bedouin- specific names motivated by the way of living of the

Bani Sakhar people in contrast to 9% and only 2% of the mothers and daughters’ names.

2.2.2 Studies on the Psychology of Personal Names

In this section, some of the studies conducted within the field of the social science, and in particular,
the first impressions of personal names, effects of name attractiveness and name peculiarity will be
reviewed.

The influence of the first name on the physical attractiveness of the named person is investigated by
a number of studies. In this regard, Garwood, et al. (1980) asked around 200 college students to vote for
"a beauty queen" from among six equally attractive photographs of women. Half the photographs were
paired with desirable first names and half were paired with undesirable first names. Results reflected a
significant effect of attractive names on physical attraction.

Similarly, Erwin (1993) examined the impact of first names on ratings of physical attractiveness. In
this research, a number of British undergraduate students were asked to judge the physical attractiveness
of male and female full face pictures paired with attractive names, unattractive names, or without any
name indicated. Results showed that the effect of names was highly significant for the female pictures but
nonsignificant for the male pictures.

Other studies have also focused on the investigation of how name valence, in the sense of being

attractive or unattractive, affects the way people feel toward and respond to others. For example,
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Greitemeyer and Kunz (2013) examined whether the acceptance of friendship requests by users of
Facebook was influenced by name “desirability” and physical attractiveness. Results indicated that both
name valence and physical attractiveness of individuals do influence friendship acceptance, and name
valence can be recompensed by physical attractiveness and the other way around.

However, in opposition to much of the research literature, which indicates that having an unusual
name has a detrimental effects on the bearer, other studies have been found to suggest a more positive
view. Zweigenhaft (1977), for example, examined what he hypothesized, which was that under certain
conditions this would not be the case. He studied 2,000 first names selected from the Social Register, a
semi-annual publication in the United States that registers the members of high society. It is found that
77% of the unusual names in the sample were listed in Who’s Who, which is a book that indexes “the best
known men and women of distinguished accomplishment”. This finding suppored the hypothesis that
having an unusual first name in certain settings does not have a hurtful effect and might even have a

beneficial one.

2.2.3 Studies on the Semantics of Personal Names

A number of studies using the semantic differential scale has investigated the semantics associated
with names. In their report “Semantic Differential Scaling,” Rosenberg and Navarro (2018) explained that
this technique is a research instrument used to measure the semantics or the connotative meaning of
objects, events, and concepts. It uses a set of bipolar adjectives (e.g., good/bad, strong/weak,
positive/passive) on which research participants rate an object, event, or a concept by asking them to
select an appropriate position on a scale. They added that Osgood and other scholars proposed this
method in the early 1950s. As stated by Osgood, this technique, can measure concepts or ideas on three
aspects of meaning: evaluation (good or bad), potency (strong or weak), and activity (positive or passive).
Thus, for scholars concerned with people’s attitudes, of which evaluation is a primary element, using this
methodology is a key measurement tool. As for the semantics associated with names, names are rated by
respondents against these three bipolar dimensions: evaluative (good or bad), potency (strong or weak),
and activity (active or passive).

Previous contributions in the area of first names of men and women and nicknames and short names
of men have been made within this technique. In his article entitled “Semantic Differential Analysis of
Men's First Names,” Lawson (1971) has (1) emphasized the presence of stereotypes, (2) indicated a
general agreement in ratings by men and women, and (3) shown a degree of relationship between
frequency of occurrence of a name and its rating.

Lawson’s (1974) investigation of women’s names also indicated the existence of stereotypes for
women's names. All names were evaluated closer to strong than weak, to good than bad, to active than
passive. The stereotypes of men and women were significantly correlated on the evaluative dimension but
not on the others. Frequency of a name was not found to be correlated with attractiveness.

In another study conducted within this technique in the Jordanian local, Lawson et al. (1986)
addressed the question whether bilingual English-Arabic Jordanians communicate with the same meaning

in both languages. Two hundred undergraduate students at Yarmouk University in Jordan divided equally
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between males and females were asked to rate 32 concepts under four conditions of test-retest: Arabic-
Arabic, Arabic-English, English-Arabic, and English-English. The study revealed that the test-retest
reliability was high; the results in one language correlated highly with the results in a second language;
and that there are sex differences in most concepts.

The reviewed literature in so far indicated that special attention was devoted to the classification of
names and the naming patterns that exist in different cultures and languages. The literature has also
confirmed that a connection holds between a person’s name and personality characteristics. Some
researchers also focused on the link between a person's given first name and the development identity, but
few discussed the changes and evolutions that have emerged in the different naming systems.

The present study is sociolinguistic in nature. However, it is distinguished from other studies in that
it investigated the different implications of personal names within three generations belonging to the same
immediate or nuclear family (grandmothers, mothers, and daughters). A comparison in naming patterns

was also made between the urban community on the one hand and the Bedouin community on the other.

3. Methodology

3.1 Data Sources

The full names of female school students from the fifth and sixth grades of the academic year
2018/2019 in the urban community were collected from the Directorate of Education to which the urban
community belongs. This obtained the first names of female students. The names of their mothers and
grandmothers were obtained from the Directorate of Education, school records, and Directorate of Civil

Status. The following subsections will provide a summary of the data sources employed in this study.

3.1.1 Directorate of Education

Name lists of the two above mentioned grades were obtained from the Directorate of Education of
Amman/Kasbah Brigade, which includes many localities in the capital city of Amman. This directorate
encompasses a total of 83,007 students of all classes distributed among 144 schools: 50 for males and 94 for
females. However, the names of female students of the fifth and sixth classes were collected from 10
elementary schools in different areas affiliating to the aforementioned directorate. The number of the collected

names totals up to 1,714.

3.1.2 School Registers and Directorate of Civil Status
Gaining access to the mothers’ names through the directorate of education was quite impractical
whereas accessing the grandmothers’ names was completely out of the question as they are irrelevant to
schools registers and accordingly unavailable. Due to these emerging challenges, a new plan had to be
devised. This plan entailed collecting the names of the mothers from schools registers and consequently
the grandmothers’ names from the Directorate of Civil Status which took two months to prepare the

grandmothers’ names.
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3.1.3 Structured Interviews

A structured interview was conducted to gather information from the parents about the reasons
behind giving certain names to their children and whether they are aware of the significance of the names.
Six secondary male schoolteachers in this community were also selected to help in this regard. The
researcher presented them with the sample of names and asked them to provide their comments on the

sociolinguistic implication of the uncommon names.

3.2 Sample of the Study
Three hundred full names were selected from the 1,714 names by drawing 30 names from each of
the 10 female schools. Alongside the mothers and grandmothers’ names, the number of the sample totals

up to 900 names.

3.3 Data Analysis

The names were categorized into three groups: grandmothers, mothers, and daughters. Each category
was examined separately and the findings were discussed for each category before making a comparison
between these three categories. Afterwards, a comparison was made between the findings of the current
study concerning the urban community and the findings of the previous study concerning the Bedouin

community.

4. Findings and Discussions
This section looked at the findings pertaining to female names within an urban community, and the
differences in naming practices between the names in this community over generations. These included

the grandmothers, mothers, and daughters’ names.

4.1 Grandmothers’ Names

Analyzing grandmothers’ names revealed that the vast majority of the grandmothers’ names were
not found in the daughters’ names. Out of the 300 names of the grandmothers, 102(34%) names were
shared with the mothers’ names, but only 17(8.5%) names were shared with their granddaughters. Eight
of the 17 names carry religious significance. Examples included:
- Imaryam/ the Prophet Jesus' mother
- /[fa:;tmah/ the daughter of Prophet Muhammad
- Ikhadi:jah// the wife of Prophet Muhammad
- [°a:yshah/ the wife of Prophet Muhammad
- [?asma:?/ the daughter of Abu-Bakr, one of the companions of Prophet Muhammad and the first Caliph
of Islam.

The remaining 9 names express other connotations. These included:
- likra:m/ “generosity’
-/muna/ “aspirations’
- /wafa:?/ ‘trustfulness’

-[?amal/ “hope’
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None of the remaining 283 names of the grandmothers were found in the daughters names even
though they expressed almost similar meanings and connotations. For example. The names /sicda/
‘happiness’ and /feddah/ ‘the highly valued metal of silver,” which were common in the grandmothers’
category, were not found in the daughters’ names as they were perceived as rural or, in other terms, old-
fashioned or traditional names. Instead, the names /farah/ ‘happiness’ and /lujayn/ ‘silver’ in the
daughters” names can respectively express these meanings. Another observation worth noting was that the
suffix /ah/, the typical Arabic feminine name ending which signifies a name as traditional, marked 148
names (49.3%) in the grandmothers’ category (e.g., /rushdyah/ ‘virtuous woman,” /fathyah/
‘knowledgeable,” and /husnyah/ ‘pretty woman’) as opposed to 68 and 31 in the mothers and daughters’
names, respectively. In general, grandmothers’ names can be grouped into different types according to the

factors inspiring them. These types were discussed in the sub-sections below.

4.1.1 Names derived from sociocultural values of society
Analysis revealed that almost 50% of the grandmothers’ names reflected the constructive values of
the Jordanian society (e.g., virtue, courtesy and tenderness, peace, justice, success, purity, devotion,
generosity, triumph, glory, beauty, and happiness). Examples of such names included:
- /sa:lhah/ ‘virtuous’
- /1ati:fah, rahmah, Cita:f/ “‘courtesy and tenderness’
- lwafa:?/ ‘trustfulness’
- [fakhreyah; ma:jdah; Cizeyah; cazi:zah; waji:hah/: They all imply “pride; glory; honor’.
- [kari:mah; ikra:m/ ‘generous; generosity’
- /hasnah; wad hah; saba:h; zahwah/ ‘beautiful’
- [farhah, si¢dah, suca:d, mestadah, hana:?, ibtisa:m/ “happiness’

- Inasrah; intisa:r/ ‘triumph’

4.1.2 Names of religious background

The influence of religion was clearly seen in the grandmothers’ names. Fifty names (16.6%) were
recognized as having religious impact, as opposed to 39(13%) and 52(17.3%) religious names in the
mothers and the daughters’ categories, respectively. In addition to the traditional religious names, i.e.,
[fa:tmah/ ‘the daughter of Prophet Muhammad’, /¢a:yshah/ ‘the wife of the Prophet Muhammad’,
/?a:mnah/ ‘the mother of Prophet Muhammad’, /maryam/ ‘the Prophet Jesus' mother’, other religious
names appeared in this category. These involved, among others:
- /ha:jar/ “the wife of the Islamic prophet /ibra:hi:m/ ‘Abraham’ and the mother of /isma:¢i:l/ “Ishmael’
- Ikawthar/ “abundance’, which is a river in Paradise, which Allah gave to Prophet Muhammad
The most frequent name among the religious names was /fa:tmah/which occurred 10 times, followed by
[ca:yshah/, /hali:mah/ ‘the foster-mother and wet nurse of the Prophet Muhammad’, /maryam/, and

/azmnah/ with 9, 8, 7, and 6 instances, respectively.



Aljbour, Al-Abed Al-Haq

4.1.3 Names derived from the natural environment

These involved names of animals of positive meanings, plants, flowers, jewelry, etc. Examples included:
- [khawlah/ ‘deer’

- [zahrah/ “flower’
- [feddah/ “the metal of silver’
- Inada/ ‘dew’

4.1.4 Social and political events

Few names were identified as expressing social and political events among the grandmothers’
names. Two of them are derived from ‘war’ (/harbeyah/) and ‘invasion’ (/gha:zeyah/) while another three
are derived from ‘“victory’ (/nasrah/ 2 times and /intisa:r/ once). No foreign names were noticed in this

category.

4.2 Mothers” Names

Analysis revealed that mothers shared 102(34%) names with the grandmothers but only 30 names
(10%) with the daughters. Though the majority of the names among the three categories differed in form
and sound, the reasons and backgrounds influencing their choice were roughly similar. For example,
names such as /farhah/, and /mestadah/, which existed in the grandmothers’ category and denote
‘happiness” were not found in the mothers or the daughters’ categories. Alternatively, the name /suc a:d/
among the mothers and /farah/ among the daughters which both express ‘happiness’ served as a more
modern replacement. Like grandmothers’ names, mothers’ names were generally classified into three
major groups. These included names driven by the social values of society, names of religious
signification and names derived from the natural environment. Having said that, mothers’ names were
found to reflect almost the same implications carried by the grandmothers and daughters’ names. In the

following subsections, a discussion of these types is presented.

4.2.1 Names driven by the positive social values of society
Names of this type constituted the largest part of this category. A diverse body of positive social
values were expressed by these names like virtuousness, beauty, tenderness, hospitality, success, loyalty,

and sacrifice. Examples of these names involved:

- /shari:fah/ ‘righteous; virtuous’
- [fayezah/ ‘success’

- [jami:lah/ ‘beauty’

- /han:an/ ‘tenderness’

- [karam/ ‘hospitality’

- lwala:?/ ‘loyalty’

- [fida:?/ ‘sacrifice’

10
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4.2.2 Names of religious signification

As mentioned in subsection 4.1.2, religion influenced the choice of 39 names (13%) of the mothers’
as opposed to 50 (16.6%) of the grandmothers’ names. The most frequent religious name in the mothers’
category was /i:ma:n/ ‘belief” with 10 instances followed by the name /?asma:?/ with 4 instances. The
most frequent religious names in the grandmothers’ category, i.e., /a:yshah/, /hali:mah/, /maryam/, and
/azmnah/ which recorded 9, 8, 7, and 6 instances, respectively, witnessed a significant drop in number in
the mothers’ category. The number of the religious names which appeared for the first time in the
mothers’ category (e.g., /duca:?/ ‘prayer,” /suju:d/ ‘prostration before God done by Muslims during
prayers’, and /marwah/ ‘one of two small hills (Safa and Marwa) located in Mecca in Saudi Arabia where
Muslims travel back and forth between them seven times, during the ritual pilgrimages of Hajj and
Umrah’) was insufficient to compensate for this drop. This explained why the number of the religious
names in the mothers’ category was smaller than it was in the grandmothers’ names contrary to what was
expected. As the traditional religious names continue to shrink over time, more and more new religious
names entered the daughters’ category. Such names include:
- [rizta:l/ ‘recitation or modulation (of the Qur'an)
- lisla:m/ “Islam religion’
- [sidra/ “a holy tree at the seventh heaven (according to Islam)

Again, this provided an explanation as to how the religious names in the daughters’ category

outnumbered their equivalents in the grandmothers and mothers’ categories.

4.2.3 Names derived from the natural environment
These involved names of favorite animals, plants, flowers, names of jewels, etc. Examples included:

- [rasha/, /ri:m/ ‘deer’

- [jiwa:hir/ “jewels’

- Irand/ ‘type of trees with a pleasant scent’
- Ighadi:r/ ‘pool of rainwater’

4. 2.4 Foreign names

Unlike grandmothers’ names, where no foreign names were noticed, five names of foreign origins
were reported in the mothers’ names. These were /ali:n/ of Irish origin meaning ‘good-looking,” /ulfat/
Turkish name derived from the Arabic word /ulfah/ meaning ‘affinity; intimacy,” /na:nsy/ a Hebrew-
origin name meaning ‘quick-moving; energetic,” /di:na/ of Hebrew origin where Dina was Jacob's
daughter in the Bible, and /ka:tya/ short for /katri:n/ a Greek name meaning ‘pure.” As expected, the
daughters’ category included more foreign names than did the mothers’ category. This will be discussed
in the next subsection assigned for the daughters’ names.

The most frequent name in the mothers’ category in its entirety turned out to be /i:ma:n/ which
occured 10 times, followed by /hana:n/ which showed up 6 times. This is to say that names of religious
significance proved to be the most recurrent names in the grandmothers (/fatmah/, 10 times), and mothers

(/izma:n/, 10 times).

11
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4.3 Daughters’ Names

Urban daughters’ names can generally be classified into the following different types:

4.3.1 Names relating to religious backgrounds
Analysis revealed that 52(17.3%) names of this category reflect religious impact. They primarily
followed Islamic figures, events, and actions. Examples included:

- [sa:rah/ ‘the wife of the Islamic prophet Abraham and the mother of the prophet Isaac’
- - [tasni:m/*a spring in paradise’
- lisla:m/ “Islam religion’
- lisra:?/ ‘the night of Prophet Muhammad's ascension to the seven heavens’
The most frequent religious name was /sa:rah/with 9 instances followed by /tasni:m/ and /sidra/ with

5 instances each.

4.3.2 Names relating to nature

Many names were derived from names of jewels and precious stones (e.g., /rima:s/‘the glitter of
diamond’ and /lujayn/‘silver’). Other names were given as the names of flowers (e.g., /wuru:d/‘roses’,
/ya:smi:n/‘jasmine’, and /sawsan/‘iris’). One name is identified to follow a favorite animal names, which

was /maha/‘wild cow’.

4.3.3 Names relating to social values

Like names of the grandmothers and mothers, the vast majority of the names in this category
reflected the positive social values of society. In addition to many of the names that appeared in the older
categories, new names of such connotation arose. These involved, among others:

- lwajd/ “passion,’
- /hani:n/ ‘eagerness,’
- lwi?a:m/ “peace; rapport.’

4.3.4 Foreign names

It was found that 11 names in this category came from other languages and cultures. Some of these
borrowed names have many possible origins and meanings. These included, among others, /ra:ma/ of
Indian origin meaning ‘green land,” /su:za:n/ of Persian origin meaning ‘lotus,” /na:di:n/ the French form
of the name Nadia, which is a diminutive of the Russian Nadezhda (Hagexna) which means ‘hope,” and
/linda/ of Spanish origin meaning “decent girl.’

Furthermore, two names in this category were found to reflect spatial implications (i.e., names of
places, cities, or countries). Names of such a quality were missing from the other categories. These two
names were /ya:fa/; Jaffa, and /bi:sa:n/: Bisan, Palestinian cities (cf. Busaba 2013 where one can find
names, as described by the author, indicating emotive associations among Yemeni females names such as
/libna:n/ ‘Lebanon,” /maser/ ‘Egypt,” /li:biya/ ‘Libya,” /quds/ ‘Jerusalem,” /falasti:n/ ‘Palestine,” and
[?asiyal “Asia’). The most frequent name in the daughters’ category as a whole was /rima:s/ ‘the glitter of

diamond” with 10 instances, followed by /sa:rah/ and /hala/ ‘beauty’ which registered 9 instances each.
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5. Comparison

This section attempted to carry out a comparison between the finding of this study concerning
personal naming in urban communities and findings of a previous study conducted by the researches on
feminine personal names among Bedouin communities (Aljbour and Al-Abed Al-Haq 2019).

In relation to Bedouin names, it was found that the vast majority of the 300 grandmothers' names (69
%) were Bedouin-specific names. These names were traditional names that delineated the lifestyle of
people as desert dwellers at the time. It is uncommon to use such names outside Bedouin communities or
even within the same communities at the current time. The names in this category were mainly derived
from emergent social events, the weather conditions, the difficulties people face in their pursuit of
securing a livelihood, and desert preferable animals..In contrast, only one name of such significance was
noticed among the urban grandmothers’ names, which was /cushbah’ ‘herb; weed.” This name, along with
the name /*i:dah/ which is derived from the Arabic word Eid, a Muslim festival, were the only two names
in the urban grandmothers’ category that were judged as Bedouin names.

It was also noticed that religious names differed in their popularity between the two communities.
Unlike the grandmothers’ names in the Bedouin community, where only 9(.03%) names were identified
as following names of religious Islamic women figures, the influence of religion was clearly seen in the
grandmothers’ names of the urban community where fifty names (16.6%) of the 300 names were
recognized as having religious impact. In addition to the religious names that appeared in the Bedouin
grandmothers, i.e., /fa:itmah/ ‘the daughter of the Prophet Muhammad’, /¢ a:yshah/ ‘the wife of the
Prophet Muhammad’, /?a:mnah/ ‘the mother of the Prophet Muhammad’, /maryam/ ‘the Prophet Jesus'
mother’, other religious names, as mentioned earlier, which cannot be found in the Bedouin community
appeared in the urban grandmothers’ category.

Additionally, it was obvious that the process of name-giving among the elderly age (grandmothers)
categories in Bedouin communities was influenced by a number of motivations that were significantly
different from the factors involved in the choices of names among that in the urban communities. The
typology (types or classification of names), therefore, was different between the two communities.

One more difference was that the names in the urban grandmothers’ category reflected almost the
same implications expressed by the mothers and the daughters’ categories in this community. This, as
explained above was not the case in the Bedouin community, where a considerable difference in the
connotations of the names was noticed over time.

It is also worth mentioning here that the vast majority of the Bedouin grandmothers’ names (278
names [92.6%]) ended in the suffix /ah/ which is typically a feminine ending marking a name as a
traditional (e.g., /naufah/ ‘a woman of perfect beauty,” /khshayfah/ diminutive form of ‘deer,” and
[?°layah/ ‘highness; glory’), but its presence underwent considerable decline over generations. In the same
community such names dropped to 107 names (35.6%) in the mothers category and again to 38 (12.6%)
in the daughters category. For comparison, this suffix marked 148 names (49.3%) in the urban
grandmothers’ category (e.g., /rushdyah/ ‘virtuous woman,” /fathyah/ ‘knowledgeable,” and /husnyah/

‘pretty woman’) as opposed to 68 and 31 in the mothers and daughters’ names, respectively.
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As for the mothers’ names in both communities, while the urban category included no single
Bedouin—exclusive name, the Bedouin category included 28 Bedouin-specific names (9%). Names
relating to favored social values of society made up the largest percentage (52%) of the names in both
communities, followed by the names of religious background which register 42 instances (14%) and 39
instances (13%) in the Bedouin and urban communities, respectively. The most frequent name in the
urban mothers’ category in its entirety turned out to be the religious name /i:ma:n/ which occured 10
times. Interestingly, this was almost the case in the Bedouin mothers’ names where the religious name
[/fa:tmah/ was reported as the most frequent name with 12 instances. This is to say that names of religious
significance proved to be the most recurrent names in the urban grandmothers (/fatmah/, 10 times), the
urban mothers (/i:ma:n/, 10 times), and Bedouin mothers (/fatmah/, 12 times).

With the exception of the motives behind the Bedouin-specific names, the motives behind the
mothers’ names in both communities were found to reflect almost the same implications. These included
the social values of society; names of religious signification and names derived from the natural
environment. One final point was pertinent to the phenomenon of foreign names among the mothers’
names in both communities. As noticed in the analysis of the urban mothers’ names, eleven names were
found of foreign origins. By way of comparison, no single foreign name was found in the Bedouin
mothers’ category.

As far as the daughters’ names are concerned, analysis revealed that the most striking observation
was the close similarity between urban daughters” names on the one hand and Bedouin daughters’ names
on the other. Except for 6 names (2%) which were considered Bedouin —exclusive names in the Bedouin
daughters’ category, the names among the two communities were almost identical. In addition to the same
typological classifications including the foreign—origin names, the two categories shared (96%) of the
same names. Further the most frequent name in both categories happened to be the same name,
specifically /rima:s/“the glitter of diamond’. The two names, which occupy the second most frequent
name position in the urban daughters (i.e., /sa:rah/ and /hala/), occupied also the third and the fourth most

frequent name positions in the Bedouin daughters, respectively.

6. Conclusions

The findings of the study revealed that naming has different social backgrounds and cultural
motives. These reasons differed from one generation to another and from one community to another. In
the following paragraphs, the conclusions of the key findings of this inspection were outlined with
reference to the research question raised in the aim of the study section.

In connection to the amount of the change in the sociolinguistic implications of feminine personal
names among urban communities over generations (the first research question), findings indicated that the
sociolinguistic implications and backgrounds of the names among these different categories were roughly
similar. They revolve around either the religious or the societal values dimensions. The most frequent
names in each of these generations turned out to have the same motives. The only difference was the
existence of a few foreign names in the mothers and daughters’ categories opposed to none in the

grandmothers’ category. This was not the case regarding the Bedouin names where a remarkable
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difference between the implications of the names across generations was revealed. It can be argued that
the study found solid evidence to suggest that the change in the lifestyle of the people does influence the
process of name-giving among their communities. However, the change in the way of living of the urban
community over the past few decades was not as significant as it was in the Bedouin community.

With respect to the second research question which seeks an answer to what degree have
communities abandoned traditional names in favor of stylish ones, it was found that even though the three
urban categories reflected almost the same implications as mentioned above, the majority of the names in
one category differed in sound and form from those in the other category. For example, the grandmothers’
category shared only 17 names with the daughters’ category. Mothers’ names, on the other hand, share
102 names (34%) with the grandmothers but only 30 names (10%) with the daughters. Further, the suffix
/ah/, the typical Arabic feminine name ending, varied markedly in its presence over the three generations.
Similarly, religious names were evidently noticed among the three generations. However, traditional
religious names tended to diminish over generations in behalf of modern religious names. The names
among the daughters’ category represented the modern trend in naming patterns as they were judged as
more stylish, attractive, and more pleasant sounding than those in the older categories. Unlike urban
communities, Bedouin communities varied considerably in terms of their implications and the factors
motivating them over generations. It was revealed amongst other things that there had been a trend that
started with traditional old-fashioned peculiar names and ended up with modern stylish names.

As for the difference in naming patterns across the two communities which is the subject of the third
research question, transparent discrepancies across the two communities were reported at the level of the
elderly age (grandmothers) and middle-aged (mothers) categories However, striking similarities were
noticed at the level of the children’s categories (daughters). This astonishing match between the two
categories implied that the urban and Bedouin communities, nowadays, experience almost the same
lifestyle which has had a direct impact on naming among communities. The recent evolution of
technology, which plays a role in all aspects of people’s lives, seemed to have fulfilled a major part in

making it possible nowadays for different communities in Jordan to lead similar lives.

7. Recommendations

The area of this study was restricted to examining the sociolinguistic implications of the personal
names. This suggests that it is just an opening move in anthroponomastics among communities in Jordan,
specifically, Bedouin ones, and there is still much work left to be done in this scope. Further research into
other types of anthroponyms such as nicknames and the sources from which they derive should also be
conducted. Still further, other parts of the nomenclature or the naming system adopted by Bedouin
community such as what is known locally as nakhwah, which is close in meaning to a “nickname”, and
used in times of hardship and adversity to mobilize people and evoke enthusiasm amongst them or in
times of victory over enemies to express pride. It is expressed by a combination of either /ahl/ “people of’,
Ira:i/ “fellow of’, /akhu/ “brother of’, and a name of a natural object (e.g., weapon, land) or an animal

(e.g., horse, camel), etc. in a genitive construction. This also needs to be thoroughly investigated.
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As stated before, investigating personal names can provide valuable information about the people
involved; their lifestyle and culture. In view of this, personal names are of concern not only to scholars
but also to different countries and organizations. They can indicate important personal information about
the named person such as the country of origin, the order and place of birth, the bodily traits, and the
tribal or group affiliation. This communicates a suggestion to security agencies to devote a particular

attention to personal names.

(300) “Variationist Sociolinguistics”

16



The Sociolinguistics of Urban Personal Names in Jordan and Naming Differences between Urban and
Bedouin Communities

References

Abd-el-Jawad, Hassan. 1986. A Linguistic and Sociocultural Study of Personal Names in Jordan.
Anthropological Linguistics 28 (1): 80-94.

Abdul, R. E. 2014. Synchronic sociolinguistic analysis of personal names among ewes. Published MA.
Thesis, University of Ghana, Ghana.

Abel, Ernest L. and Michael L. Kruger. 2007. Symbolic Significance of Initials on Longevity. Perceptual
and Motor Skills 104 (1): 179-182.

Agyekum, Kofi. 2006. The Sociolinguistics of Akan Personal Names. Nordic Journal of African Studies
15 (2): 206-235.

Aljbour, Atef, and Fawwaz Al-Abed Al-Hag.2019. An Investigation of Feminine Personal Names in the
Beni Sakhr Tribe of Jordan: A Sociolinguistic Study. International Journal of Linguistics 11 (6): 41-
66. https://www.academia.edu/45058418

Al-Zumor, Abdul Wahed. 2009. A Socio-cultural and Linguistic Analysis of Yemeni Arabic Personal
Names. GEMA Online® Journal of Language Studies 2: 15-27.

Beeston, Alfred L. 1971. Arabic Nomenclature: A Summary Guide for Beginners. Oxford: University
Press.

Botha, W. 2011. Dimensions in Variationist Sociolinguistics: A Sociolinguistic Investigation of Language
Variation in Macau. MA Thesis, University of South Africa, South Africa

Bramwell, E. S. 2012. Naming in Society: A Cross-cultural Study of five Communities in Scotland.” PhD
diss., University of Glasgow, Glasgow, Scotland, United Kingdom.

Bright, William. 2003. What IS a Name? Reflection on Onomastics. Language and Linguistics 4 (4): 669-
681.

Busaba, Najat Ahmed.2013. Yemeni Female Personal Names and Implications: A Sociocultural Study.
Alandalus University for Social and Applied Sciences 5 (9): 4-14.

Bush, Stephen, j., Anna Powell-Smith, and Tom, C. Freeman. 2018. Network Analysis of the Social and
Demographic Influences on Name Choice within the UK (1838-2016). PLoS ONE, 13(10): 1-19.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0205759

Christenfeld, Nicholas, David P. Philips, and Laura M. Glynn.1999. What’s in a Name: Mortality and the
Power of Symbols. Journal of Psychosomatic Research 47(3): 241-254.

Darwish, Ibrahim, and Saada Bader. 2014. Language and Religion in Jordan. Research on Humanities
and Social Sciences 4: 76-80.

Dion, Kenneth L. 1983. Names, Identity, and Self. Names 31(4): 245-257.

Erwin, Philip G. 1993. First Names and Perceptions of Physical Attractiveness. The Journal of
Psychology, 127(6), 625-631.

Erwin, Philip G. 1999. Attractiveness of First Names and Academic Achievement. The Journal of
Psychology 133(6): 617-620.

17



Aljbour, Al-Abed Al-Haq

Fakuade, Gbenga, Bukola Fadahunsi, Adewale Rafiu, and Blanle Adekeye. 2013. The Sociolinguistics of
Compound Surnames among some Educated Yoruba Married Women. Language and Society.org
3(2):11-25.

Fitzpatrick, L. A. 2012. African names and naming practices: The impact slavery and European
domination had on the African psyche, identity and protest. MA. Thesis. The Ohio State University,
Columbus, Ohio.

Garwood, S. Gary, Lewis Cox, Valerie Kaplan, Neal Wesserman, and Jefferson L. Sulzer. 1980. Beauty is
only “name” Deep: The effect of First-name on Ratings of Physical Attraction. Journal of Applied
Social Psychology 10 (5): 431-435.

Greitemeyer, Tobias, and Irene Kunz. 2013. Name-valence and Physical Attractiveness in Facebook:
Their Compensatory Effects on Friendship Acceptance. The Journal of SocialPsychology 153 (30):
257-260. https://doi.org/10.1080/00224545.2012.741629

Haggan, Madeline.2008. Nicknames of Kuwaiti teenagers. Names: A Journal of Onomastics 56 (2):81-
94. https://doi.org/10.1179/175622708X302368

Hawana, Samir A. 1977. Naming in Arabic. Published MA. Thesis, English lowa State University, Ames,
lowa.

Hedden, Heather. 2007. Arabic Names. Centrepiece to the Indexer 25 (3): 9-15.

Hensley, Wayne A., and Barbara A. Spencer. 1985. The Effect of First Names on Perceptions of Female
Attractiveness. Sex Roles: A Journal of Research 12 (7-8): 723-729.

Hussein, Riyad. 1997. A Sociolinguistic Study of Family Names in Jordan. Grazer Linguistische Studien
48: 25-41.

Koehn, Steven. 2015. Use of Self-selected Nicknames by Female Kuwaiti Students and Their Perception
of the Impact of Nicknames upon Their Learning in the Classroom. Near and Middle Eastern
Journal of Research in Education 2:1-6.

Labov, William.1972. Sociolinguistic Patterns. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.

Lawson, Edwin D. 1971. Semantic Differential Analysis of Men's First Names. The Journal of
Psychology: Interdisciplinary and Applied 78 (2): 229-240.

Lawson, Edwin D. 1974. Women's First Names: A Semantic Differential Analysis. Names 22 (2): 52-58.

Lawson, Edwin D. 1984. Personal Names: 100 Years of Social Science Contributions. Names 32 (1): 45-
73.

Lawson, Edwin. D., Ogla M. Smadi, and Shadia A. Tel 1986. Values in Jordanian University Students: A
Test of Osgood's Cultural Universals. International Journal of Intercultural Relations, 10 (1): 35—
51. https://doi.org/10.1016/0147-1767(86)90033-7

Levine, Marc, and Frank, N. Willis. 1993. Public Reactions to Unusual Names. The Journal of Social
Psychology 134 (5): 561-568. https://doi.org/10.1080/00224545.1994.9922986

Machaba, M. 2004. Naming, identity and the African renaissance in a South African context. PhD diss.,
University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.

Mandenda, I. P. 2009. A study of Tshivenda personal names. PhD diss., University of South Africa,

Pretoria, South Africa.

18



The Sociolinguistics of Urban Personal Names in Jordan and Naming Differences between Urban and
Bedouin Communities

Mehrabian, Albert, and Marlena Piercy. 1993. Positive or Negative Connotations of Unconventionally
and Conventionally Spelled Names. The Journal of Social Psychology 133 (4): 445-
451. https://doi.org/10.1080/00224545.1993.9712168

Mill, John Stuart. 1843. A System of Logic, Rationative and Inductive, (3" Edition), London: John Parker,
West Strand.

Mutanda, Sylvester. 2016. Luvale Personal Names and Naming Practices: A Socio-cultural Analysis.
International ~ Journal  of  Education, Culture and Society 1 (3):  75-8L
https://doi.org/10.11648/j.ijecs.20160103.12

Notzon, Beth, and Gayle Nesom. 2005. The Arabic Naming System. Science Editor 28 (1): 20-21.

Pina-Cabral, Joao, and Nelson Lourenco. 1994. Personal Identity and Ethnic Ambiguity: Naming
Practices among the Eurasians of Macao. Social Anthropology 2 (2): 115-132.

Pinzur, Laura, and Gary Smith. 2009. First Names and Longevity. Perceptual and Motor Skills 108 (1):
149-160. https://doi.org/10.2466/PMS.108.1.149-160

Rahman, Tarig. 2013. Personal Names and the Islamic Identity in Pakistan. Islamic Studies 52 (3-4): 239-
296.

Rosenberg, Benjamin, and Mario A. Navarro 2018. Semantic Differential Scaling’. In B. B. Frey (Eds.),
the SAGE Encyclopedia of Educational Research, Measurement, and Evaluation. 1504-1507.
Thousand Oaks: SAGE Publications, Inc.

Seeman, Mary, V.1980. Name and Identity. Canadian Journal of Psychiatry 25 (2): 129-137.

Tahat, A. 2014. A Socio- semantic Study of Family Names in Jordan. MA. Thesis, Yarmouk University,
Jordan.

Vamitela, Kyallo Wadi. 1999. What is in a Name: Towards Literary Onomastics in Kishwahili Literature.

AAP 60: 35-44.

Zwebner, Yonat, Anne-Laure Sellier, Nir Rosenfeld, Jacob Goldenberg, and Ruth May. 2017. We Look
Like Our Names: The Manifestation of Name Stereotypes in Facial Appearance’. Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology 112 (4): 527-554. https://doi.org/10.1037/pspa0000076

Zweigenhaft, Richard L. 1977. The Other Side of Unusual First Names. The Journal of Social Psychology
103 (2): 291-302.

19



Appendix 1
Phonetic Symbols
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The folllowing phonetic system shows the transliteration of the Arabic terms reported in this study

Arabic alphabet Symbol | Example | Meaning Description
? ?amal hope voiced glottal stop
B ba:b door voiced bilabial stop
T ti:n figs voiceless alveolar stop
Th thaclab fox voiceless inter-dental fricative
J jamal camel voiced post-alveolar affricate
H hub love voiceless pharyngeal fricative
Kh khubz bread voiceless uwular fricative
D dars lesson voiced alveolar stop
Dh dhahab gold voiced dental fricative
R rasama draw v. voiced alveolar approximant
zayt oil voiced alveolar fricative
S sama:? sky voiceless alveolar fricative
Sh shams sun voiceless alveopalatal fricative
S sayf summer voiceless velarized alveolar fricative
D dayf guest voiced velarized alveolar stop
T ti:n mud voiceless velarized dento-alveolar
stop
TH THuhr noon voiced velarized alveolar fricative
¢ cabd slave voiced pharyngeal fricative
Gh gharb west voiced uvular fricative
F fan art voiceless labiodental fricative
Q galam pencil voiced uvular stop
K kalb dog voiceless velar stop
L la:? no voiced alveolar lateral
M madrasah | school voiced bilabial nasal stop
N najm star voiced alveolar nasal stop
H hawa:? air voiceless glottal fricative
W ward rose voiced labio-velar glide
Y yawm day voiced palatal glide
( ) A kataba he wrote short low front unrounded
( ) U kutub books short high back rounded
( ) | sin tooth short high back unrounded
/ a ka:tib writer long low front unrounded
u: fu:l beans long high back rounded
i fi:l elephant long high front unrounded
cC camma:n | Amman geminate consonant
Diphthongs Aw mawt death
( ) Ay bayt house
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Appendix 2

Structured Interview (Name-Givers)

1) What is your name?-----------------------

2) Where are you from?------------------

3) How many kids do you have?---------------
4) What are their names?

Name gender
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